STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

Drainage Board meeting was called to order by David Parr.  Members present were David Parr, Daryl Andrews, Harold Knox, Eric Somheil, and Auditor Joseph M. Dierdorf who made a recording of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF A COUNTY DRAINAGE ORDINANCE

Mr. Ron May from Aecon Engineering appeared to discuss a potential County Drainage Ordinance his company had prepared.  He began by presenting a brief history of the state statutes on drainage in the state legislature.  He indicated that some counties had adopted ordinances and some had not.

He indicated that he had had good input from the past on the ordinance, and now the County would need to address fees, fines, and etcetera.

Mr. Knox asked if the proposed ordinance was basically a condensation of the state drainage laws.  Mr. May answered that it was.  Mr. Parr asked what the county had to do.  Mr. May answered that the Drainage Board needed to set a policy.  The greater question is “what is a policy”.
Indiana has been developing the state for almost 200 years and now we have the result of the lack of planning according to Mr. May.  Mr. Knox asked if the proposed ordinance contained any language regarding roads and ditches.  Mr. May suggested that a driveway ordinance, a road cut ordinance, or a right-of-way ordinance might address that area.  He recommended that a road cut ordinance might best address that area of concern.
The discussion turned to sewage in the county ditches.
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